It was the children in the cotton factories who fought the battle of all children. Once it had become a principle of legislation that children should not be permitted to do work that interfered with their health, their growth, or their education, it was inevitable that the principle should be applied to all children. But with some classes of child workers it was less easy to replace infant with adult labourers than it was in the factories,
In the collieries, as we saw, the plea was that full-grown men could not draw the coal hutches along the narrow passages so well as children; and, with 
